
Transforming
Boys’ Lives



Welcome

Pictured: Principal, Mr Donald MacLean (l) and Dilworth 
Trust Chairman(r), Mr Derek Firth with student leaders. 

Only a total of forty four Trustees have, through their wisdom 
and foresight over more than one hundred years, seen the 
vision of James and Isabella Dilworth nurtured and grown. 
Today the school they founded has a position of eminence 
and a proud educational heritage.

As a young boy I gained admission to Dilworth and it is now 
my singular honour to serve as a Trustee. One aspect of 
this role covers the final selection interview for new entrants, 
not only a constant reminder of the need for Dilworth in our 
community, but also a source of great encouragement, with 
boys subsequently seen to realise their full potential when 
otherwise it might not have been possible.

We endeavour to implement the vision of James and Isabella 
Dilworth to take into the school good boys from disadvantaged 
families and make them better. We enable them to leave the 
school with a good education and with dignity.

A scholarship to Dilworth is a great start in life and can 
provide a real and enduring benefit.
Derek Firth, Chairman, Dilworth Trust Board

A Dilworth Scholarship has transformed the lives of 
generations of young men whose circumstances have meant 
that they needed a helping hand in life – and especially with 
their education.

Dilworth provides an all round education for young men, in a 
fully funded, modern boarding school environment.

Dilworth equips students with essential life skills as well 
as providing comprehensive academic opportunities and 
significant support for future study or training. 

Dilworth provides an education in a Christian environment, 
the teaching and values of which are central to the life of the 
school community.

Dilworth provides, on a fully funded basis, opportunities to 
learn and be involved in music, drama, kapahaka, outdoor 
education, sport, community service and other activities 
normally paid for by parents at other independent schools.

Dilworth reaches out to help young men whose family 
circumstances may hinder the development of their full 
potential to become well rounded citizens.

A Dilworth Scholarship really makes a difference. 
Donald MacLean, Principal, Dilworth School
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There is a strong respect for tradition, 
a keen sense of belonging and great 
pride in the heritage and culture of the 
Dilworth legacy. 

Dilworth School was founded under the terms of the Will 
of Auckland farmer and businessman, Irish born, James 
Dilworth, who died in 1894. He and his wife Isabella were 
childless and left their considerable wealth to establish a 
boarding school for boys. Their intent was to “support, train 
and educate” boys who were destitute orphans or those 
whose parent(s) were experiencing financial hardship.

The School opened in 1906 with 8 boys. Subsequent 
expansions have resulted in a capacity of 640 boys, 
accommodated across three campuses.

Boys in Years 5 to 8 are housed on the Junior Campus 
in Omahu Road, Remuera. Boys in Year 9 enjoy a Rural 
Campus experience at Mangatawhiri, in the Franklin area. 
Boys in Years 10 to 13 are accommodated at the Senior 
Campus in Erin Street, Epsom. All campuses operate as 
distinct parts of one school.

Dilworth School is an independent, full boarding school. 
All boys selected receive a full Scholarship which covers 

boarding and tuition costs. In addition, 
many extra-curricular costs are also 
covered by the Scholarship. The Dilworth 
Trust Board provides the funding required 
for the School.

James Dilworth was very specific about 
his vision for the School: “an education for 
as many boys as possible from parents of 
good character in straitened circumstances 
to ensure that those boys become good 
and useful citizens.”

Our
History

Pictured: Gottfried Lindauer portraits of  
James Dilworth, Rev. George MacMurray  
and Isabella Dilworth (l-r). 
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Christianity 
& Values
“And the child grew and became 
strong; he was filled with wisdom and 
the grace of God was on him.” 
Luke Chapter 2 verse 40

James Dilworth knew the strength and importance of 
Christian faith and values. His Will requires that the Trustees 
ensure all Dilworth students are given a Christian education 
so that each boy has every opportunity to grow spiritually 
in the grace of God. In accordance with his express 
wish, the school is affiliated to The Anglican Church in 
Aotearoa – New Zealand.

Chapel services are central to the spiritual life of the school. 
Two days a week each campus assembles for a brief 
service of Morning Prayer. On Sundays students attend 
Evening Prayer held on each of the three campuses, at the 
conclusion of weekend leave. Parents, guardians, families 
and friends are warmly welcomed at our Sunday services.

Special services such as baptisms, confirmations, weddings, 
funerals and an Anzac Day commemoration are also held 
in the Chapel, thus serving the wider Dilworth School 
community.

In Religious Education classes, boys are challenged to think 
more deeply about faith, values and ethics. The opportunity 
to discuss and reflect on these issues is valuable in terms 
of providing a broad education and is also a vital element of 
growing boys into good men.

Pictured: Choristers with the School Chaplain, Rev. Warren Watson, 
in st patrick’s chapel
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Academic
Achievement

Pictured: Science laboratory

As a community we strive to 
empower students to reach and 
maintain their full potential.

Dilworth School provides every boy with diverse experiences 
and opportunities. Not only do we help build their confidence 
and maturity but also enable them to develop into thoughtful, 
independent and resilient young adults capable of meeting 
the challenges of living in the 21st century.

Our NCEA results compare favourably with the best schools 
in New Zealand. Achievement rates at all levels, including 
those for Maori & Pasifika students, are well above the 
national average. 

Empowering every student to achieve his potential is of 
paramount importance. This is achieved by individual 
nurturing, the provision of a learning environment which 
supports each student to overcome weaknesses, and 
encouragement to optimise strengths.

At the Junior Campus, boys follow a broad and balanced 
curriculum with particular emphasis on literacy and numeracy.

Year 9 at the Rural Campus, the curriculum remains broad. 
Traditional academic subjects are combined with experiential 
learning opportunities in this exciting outdoor environment.

From Year 10, Senior Campus students begin to make 
choices about the direction of their studies. By Year 13 most 
boys are studying five NCEA level 3 subjects.

What you can expect from us:
• A meticulously constructed programme for  

boys of all abilities.
• Dedicated, inspirational teachers who really  

know their students and fully understand the ways  
in which boys learn.

• Small classes offering individual attention.
• A rich and varied curriculum to suit a range of  

interests and abilities.
• Outstanding NCEA results.
• Exceptional facilities.
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Sports,
Recreation
& Outdoor 
Education
“Sports do not build character  
they reveal it.” 
Heywood Broun

Dilworth can boast facilities of the highest quality on all 
campuses – spacious grounds, accommodating rugby, 
hockey, soccer, softball, and cricket, sports halls, swimming 
pools and tennis courts. 

The Dilworth Sports Centre at the Senior Campus provides 
both educational and recreational facilities, including a full 
size sports hall, weights room, indoor climbing wall, function 
area and classroom facilities. 

Within the hostel accommodation other recreational 
equipment is provided for a variety of leisure time pursuits.

There is a proud tradition at Dilworth of every student being 
active in school sport. Training and coaching is part of the 
routine each week during the year. There is a diverse range 
of opportunities available, from Athletics to Wrestling, and 
these are tailored to accommodate all abilities and interests. 
Physical activity develops health, fitness, interpersonal and 
leadership skills. Involvement is an integral part of school and 
boarding house life.

At Junior Campus level students are involved in regular 
competitions with neighbouring schools. Senior Campus 
students participate in weekday and Saturday morning inter-
school competition games.

There is a comprehensive programme of outdoor education 
for students at various stages of their school life. This is a 
particular focus of life at the Rural Campus in Year 9.

Pictured: Rugby practice
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Performing  
Arts
“To further the appreciation of  
culture among all the people, to 
increase respect for the creative 
individual, to widen participation by  
all the processes and fulfilments of 
art - this is one of the challenges  
of these days.” 
John F Kennedy, 1962

Students are provided with many and varied opportunities to 
engage with the vibrant culture of Performing Arts at Dilworth, 
both in organised groups and in self directed ensembles.

There are 18 specialist staff, teaching individual lessons 
in all instruments and voice and also leading the major 
ensembles. Students are able to sit international exams. 
Many Old Boys studying the Performing Arts at University 
are regular visitors to Dilworth, offering Master Classes and 
valuable insight into tertiary training.

Dilworth boasts several highly successful choirs, including 
the jewel in the crown of the Performing Arts at the Senior 
Campus, the auditioned and much lauded “Fortissimo.”

Jazz Bands, String Orchestra, Chamber Groups and 
a variety of Rock and other Bands are constantly 
multiplying and evolving. House Music showcases talent 
and encourages leadership. “Quest” is a highlight of the 
Performing Arts each year. Composition is encouraged and 
there are many opportunities to showcase works.

Dilworth takes pride in the very strong Kapa Haka groups at all 
three campuses. The groups lead all major school events and 
perform regularly at school functions as well as representing 
Dilworth at Polyfest. Other Cultural Groups, currently student 
led, have also represented Dilworth at Polyfest.

A musical show is produced every year, alternating between 
the Junior and Senior Campuses, with many opportunities 
for on-stage and off-stage involvement. Dance, previously 
student directed, is now offered as an option. Theatresports 
teams are trained by industry professionals and compete 
locally. Summer Shakespeare introduces students to the joys 
of live, fully staged and costumed outdoor theatre.

Pictured: a scene from Les MisÉrables theatrical production.

Dilworth School   ProSPectuS 13



Pastoral 
Care
We build a strong and supportive 
community which fosters diversity, 
brotherhood and respect. 
We develop perseverance, 
independence and emotional 
strength within students, to enable 
them to cope with the ebb and  
flow of life.

Pastoral care provides for the social, emotional, intellectual, 
physical and spiritual wellbeing of a student. This is the 
cornerstone of a positive and productive learning environment. 
Our boys will learn best when they feel safe and secure and 
are in an environment that provides certainty and consistent 
boundaries. When students’ pastoral needs are being met 
they are enriched, thus enabling them to function positively as 
individuals as well as members of a group.

At the heart of pastoral care for each boy is the boarding 
house, with his housemaster being a key person in his life. 
However, at Dilworth all staff members are regarded as 
having responsibility and concern for each boy’s welfare.

Living at Dilworth - A unique feature of Dilworth is that 
every boy is a boarder. With a potential roll of 640 students 
across three campuses, this makes Dilworth the largest 
boarding school in New Zealand and, more importantly, a 
community in its own right.

Boarding is a central part of the School’s mission. Living on 
site provides access to the impressive range of facilities, 
enabling students to take full advantage of all Dilworth has 
to offer, both inside and outside of school hours. Friendships 
made in such an environment are strong and durable.

Each of the three campuses has a unique boarding house 
arrangement, appropriate to the age of its residents.

Pictured: Junior Campus Housemaster with students.
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Dilworth Trust Board
Derek Firth  Chairman

David Hunter  Deputy Chairman

Brian MaltbyJon Wain
Hugh Fletcher Rob Campbell  General Manager, Dilworth Trust Board

Donald MacLean  Principal, Dilworth School




